
Thyatira - Rev.  2:18-29 
 
Jesus teaches us that love can easily turn into a compromising 
tolerance, which is ultimately unloving. Genuine love always 
abides in the truth of God’s word— where there is both 
tenderness and toughness, grace and truth.  
 
 Jesus has a unique penetrating decisive understanding of us all 

(2:18). 
 The flaming eyes of the Son of Man speaks of His 

omniscience—His penetrating, perceptive, and piercing ability 
to see and understand all that is. 

 Because Christ knows the deepest secrets of our hearts, we 
can’t fool Him with a fancy facade.  

 Jesus commends the Christians in Thyatira for faithful works 
Rev 2:19, 
 They differ from the church in Ephesus and are being 

commended for their love 
 Their love for God and for fellow believers animates their 

passionate hard work.  
 They are making progress. 

 Jesus condemns the Christians in Thyatira for excessive 
tolerance Rev. 2:20 
 The original Jezebel corrupted the kingdom of Israel when she 

married King Ahab, leading the people into idolatry and sin 
(1 Kgs. 16:31-33). 
 Jezebel was deceptive, idolatrous, domineering, scheming, 

and vicious. 
 Modern Jezebels have similar characteristics 
 Charismatic personalities: Celebrity pastors and Worship 

leaders? 
 False authority: Self-appointed “leaders” in congregations 

always ready to speak for “people”? 
 Bad theology: Preachers and teachers who twist God’s 

world to make the faith acceptable to Christianity’s 
cultured despisers 

 Jesus, and only Jesus, judges those who are unrighteous 
 Jesus’s judgement is perfect in every way 

 Judgment is God's "strange” work (Isa. 28:21  
 God doesn't delight in the death of sinners but pleads with 

them to repent and live (Ezek. 18:23, 32).  
 Jesus is merciful, warning and instructing us before executing 

judgment.  
 Jesus grants time and space for those engaged in sin to 

repent.  
 Jesus died on the cross for the worst of sinners 
 Jesus stretches out his hands and invites people to come to him 

for forgiveness (Rom. 10:21), saying to all who are burdened 
that he will give them rest (Matt. 11:28—30). 

 Jesus calls the faithful people of the church hold on tightly 
to his truth and endure until he comes. 
 Those who persevere and endure until Jesus returns will be 

saved. 
 We are called to take part in a rescue mission until Jesus 

comes in judgment 
 Hate the sin… love the sinner 

 20 But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most 
holy faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit, 21 and await the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life. 
In this way, you will keep yourselves safe in God’s love. 22 And 
you must show mercy to those whose faith is wavering. 23 
Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. 
Show mercy to still others, but do so with great caution, hating 
the sins that contaminate their lives. Jude 20-23 

 Jesus also give us a glimpse of our future.  
 The greatest reward in the new creation is the morning star, 

Jesus himself  
 Believers will reign with Jesus; we will rule the new heavens 

and earth with him.  
 The rule initially given to Adam and Eve in the garden (Gen. 

1:28; 2:15) will extend over the whole world, the entire 
universe.  

 Believers will have exciting responsibilities and tasks in the 
coming new world.  

 The creativity and joy of planning and executing will be ours 
in a new and unimaginable way as we rule under our 
sovereign King, Jesus.  


