
 Don’t feel the pressure to impress people with what you 
cook—instead, seek to bless them. 
• Your table prayer is an act of worship and a 

blessing on them!! 
 Do not let perfection become the enemy of “good enough.” 
 If all else fails, pizza and takeout are perfectly acceptable 

options, because hospitality is about the relationships being 
built over food, not about the impressiveness of the food 
itself. 

Questions for Reflection 
1. What Bible texts did you find must challenging and 

encouraging?  
2. If you are a Christian, imagine yourself as a walking billboard 

for the gospel. What are you saying to the world? 
3. How do you view your home? Are you more prone to see it as 

a place of retreat or as a tool for the gospel? Why do you think 
that is? 

4. As the church becomes increasingly marginalized and known 
for negative stereotypes, how can a return to practicing biblical 
hospitality change the church’s reputation in our culture? 
 
Questions for helping you learn about others 

1. How long have you lived here? What’s your experience been 
so far?  

2. Do you have pets? Tell me about them.  
3. What’s your favorite sports team? How did you begin cheering 

for them?  
4. Do you have kids? How many? What are their personalities 

like?  
5. What do you like about this area? What would you change? 
6. Where did you grow up? What was your childhood like?  
7. What kind of hobbies do you like? What is your favorite 

movie? Music? TV show?  
8. What do you do for work? What’s your favorite part about 

your job? 
 
 
 
 

Hospitality 
Luke 14:12–14: Jesus turned to his host and said:  “When you put on a 
luncheon or a banquet, don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives, 
and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be your 
only reward. Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
blind. Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God will reward you 
for inviting those who could not repay you. 
 
 Hospitality: What is it? 
 The New Testament word for “hospitality” (Greek φιλοξενία 

philozenia) comes from a compound of “love” and “stranger.” 
literally, love for strangers. 

 Christians love the stranger, because we have been loved by 
the Father when we ourselves were strangers.  
 Lev. 19:33–34: When a stranger sojourns with you in your 

land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the stranger 
who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.  
 “sojourns with you in your land” – God is leading us all on 

a journey together  
 “We were once strangers and aliens in the Egypt of sin and 

death. But God came to us in the Passover of his Son's 
cross (1 Corinthians 5:7) and made us alive (Ephesians 2:5) 
and brought us out through the Red Sea of conversion.” 

 Ephesians 2:12: “Remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world”  

 Rom. 15:7: Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God 
 “for the glory of God” – Welcoming others points to God 

who welcomed us first, not us.. 
 God is making us to be a kind of person that doesn't resent 

having to be hospitable. 
 1 Peter 4:8–9 "Above all hold unfailing your love for one 

another, since love covers a multitude of sins. Practice 
hospitality ungrudgingly to one another." 
 Ungrudgingly!  



 God is making us to be a person who is constantly hospitable 
 Rom. 12:13: Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to 

show hospitality.  
 Literally: "Pursue hospitality.” - continuous action. 
 Hospitality not just be a once a year thing, but a constant 

attitude and practice.  
 Our homes and apartments should stand constantly ready to 

welcome people who don't ordinarily live there. 
 Heb. 13:1–2: Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to 

show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.  
 The most natural thing in the world is to neglect hospitality. 

It is the path of least resistance.  
 God made hospitality a qualification for being an 

elder/pastor/church leader 
 1 Timothy 3:1–5  This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone 

aspires to be a church leader, he desires an honorable position.”  
So a church leader must be a man whose life is above reproach. 
He must be faithful to his wife. He must exercise self-control, 
live wisely, and have a good reputation. He must have guests in 
his home, and he must be able to teach. He must not be a heavy 
drinker or be violent. He must be gentle, not quarrelsome, and 
not love money.  

 Titus 1:6-9 An elder must live a blameless life. He must be 
faithful to his wife, and his children must be believers who 
don’t have a reputation for being wild or rebellious. .. he must 
not be a heavy drinker, violent, or dishonest with money. 
Rather, he must have guests in his home, and he must love 
what is good.  
 When was the last time we turned down a person from 

joining the council because he wasn’t hospitable?  
 The elders set the tone for how the church will engage with 

nonbelievers.  
 Christians have used their homes as a means to advance the 

gospel throughout the history of the church 
 House churches 
 Evangelizing through caring personal relationships 
 Missionary support  
 Mercy ministry/Hospitals 

 Any time we practice hospitality, we put human flesh on this 
gospel story. 

 Excuses.. Excuses.. 
 “What if they don’t like me?”  
 The reality is that most people won’t think you are weird, 

they’ll be really grateful you invited them,  
 Even if they do think you’re weird, it doesn’t matter, 

because nothing your neighbor thinks about you can ever 
change the way God views you (Eph.1:7–14)  

 When someone does turn your invitation down, it’s 
probably not because they think you are weird, but for 
some other reason that has nothing to do with you.  
• They probably just think they are too busy, or maybe 

they are insecure about what you’d think about them.  
 “But my house is a mess!”  
 We believe our status can somehow rise or fall based on 

how others view the place we live.  
• The good news of the gospel is that our homes or meals 

do not have to be perfect—we are free to be real 
humans who have messes and burn casseroles. 

 In reality, you inviting others into your messy house is 
actually a beautiful act of vulnerability.  
• You’re letting people see that you are a busy, imperfect 

human who does not live in the fantasy life found in 
magazines, or on HGTV/Pinterest 

 “I Don’t Like to Entertain.”  
 Hospitality isn’t about entertaining, it’s about engaging.  
 The gospel has freed you from any semblance of 

performance as a Christian, so you don’t win cool points 
through the favor of your guests. 

 You are freed to simply love people as you’ve been loved 
in Christ.  
• Pay attention to them, ask good questions, be yourself, 

and listen 
 “But I’ll Have to Cook!”  
 Hospitality is not about entertaining or showing off your 

cooking skills.  
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