
Jesus writes to the churches: 
Dear Ephesus…Where's the love? (Rev. 2:1-7) 
The great cry from almost every pastor is Get Busy! Get busy caring for the 
sick, sheltering the homeless, feeding the hungry, and clothing widows and 
orphans… BUT is there something more than busyness? 

 Christ commends the Christians in Ephesus 
 Christ began by acknowledging their hard work in the 

service of God.  
 Toil - They were a diligent, conscientious, industrious, 

and highly involved congregation.  
 Christ commended the Ephesian Christians for their 

patient endurance of extreme trials (2:2-3). 
 Because the Ephesians would have refused to bow to 

images of the goddess Diana or the emperor, they 
would have found themselves slandered and abused.  

 Christ acknowledge their commitment to true teaching 
based on God’s word (2:2,6).  
 The Ephesians took a stand against the Nicolaitans, a 

group of false teachers active in Ephesus  
 Christ not only said He hated their deeds but also praised 

the church in Ephesus for hating their deeds (2:6).  
 Christ didn’t say He hated the Nicolaitans, but the 

deeds of the Nicolaitans (2:6) 
 Christ does call such people to repentance; He does 

not call Christians to tolerate their sins.  
 We are called to tolerate people, but not tolerate ideas 

or sins – “love the sinner but hate the sin.” 
• This should give us confidence to speak the truth 

in love (Eph. 4:15) while letting God alone be the 
Judge of the world (1 Cor. 5:9-12). 

 Christ condemns the Christians in Ephesus ..with a very 
loud BUT “where’s the love!?” 
 The church in Ephesus had gained almost everything but 

they had lost the greatest thing… Love 
 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 

am only a ringing gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 

prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have absolute faith so as to move mountains, but have not love, 
I am nothing.… 1 Cor 13: 1-2 

 Tell me what you think about, and I will tell you what you 
love. Tell me what you talk about, and I will tell you what 
you love. Tell me where you spend your money, and I will 
tell you what you love. Tell me what excites you, and I 
will tell you what you love.  

 We often lose love gradually due to inattention/ taking it 
for granted 

 Christ challenged the Ephesus to keep their part in his 
great work of saving and serving the lost! 
 Remember!  Look how far you have fallen! 
 Repent! Turn back to me /“repent” (metanoeō) means a 
genuine change of heart/mind/ attitude  
 Repeat! Do the works you did at first! 

 Christ called the Christians in Ephesus to receive their 
reward: To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit 
from the tree of life in the paradise of God. (vs. 7) 
 Christ points to the creation story in Genesis (Ge. 2.9) and 

promises that those who believe in Him will have life 
giving fellowship and intimacy with God (Rev. 22:2). 

 Christ calls the Christians in Horicon and Hustisford to 
love! 
 Christ is walking around and examining whether our own 

light of love has dimmed 
 Stop and think. Has your love grown cold and dim? 

 Christ is at work to make us brilliant beacons of love in a 
loveless world.  

 We can truly love others when we cling to the love Christ 
has for us.  
 John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. 

 1 John 4:19-20 19 We love each other because he loved us first.  
 


